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2-1EducationalRehrmandBasicRationaloftheNewestCourseofStudy

Thecourseofstudy（abbreviatingasCOS)，ａｎ､ouncedbytheMinistryof

Education,Culture,Sports,ScienceandTechnology(abbreviatingasECSST),defines

theleamingobjectivesandcontentsofeachsubjectatallschoolsinJaPan・TheCOSis

revisedalmosteverytenyearsinaccordancewithsocialchangesandeducational

needs・ＢａｓｅｄｏｎｔｈｅＣＯＳ，textbooksarewrittenbytextbookpublishingcompanies，

andclassplansarecreatedatindividualschools・ThelatestCOSfbrelementary

schoolsandjuniorhighschoolswasannouncedin2008，andimplementedinto

elementaIyschoolsinspring2011,andjuniorhighschoolsinspring2012.Ｔｈｅｎｅｗ

ＣＯＳｆｂｒｓｅｎｉｏｒｈｉｇｈｓｃｈｏｏｌｓｗasannouncedin2009,andplannedtobeimplemented

intoschoolsinspring2013、Inthischapter,２００８＆２００９COSsignifiesthecourseof

studyannouncedin2008and2009・

InJapan,theCentralCouncilfbrEducationhasanessentialroleasanadvisory

bodyfbrtheMinistryofECSSTandwriteSimportantreportsfbreducationalrefbIms・

ThiscouncilconsistsofmemberschosenfifomdiversiBedfieldsandhasaddressed

importantsuggestionstomakechangesineducationalpolicies・

Ｉｎ２００５，theMinisterofECSSTrequestedtheCentralCouncilfbrEducationto

conductaneducationalrefbrminordertoimprovetheeducationfbrchildrenliving

throughthe21stcentury・Alongwiththisrequest,thefimdamentallawofeducationwas

amendedandthefbllowingthreegoａｌｓｗｅｒｅｓｅｔｆｂｒｔｈｅｎｅｘｔｄｅｃａｄｅｏｆＪａpanese
education・

Japaneseeducationwillfacilitatestudentstobecbme；

＞Independenthumanbeingswhohaveabalanceofknowledge,virtueandhealthy

bodyanddevelopthemselvesfbrlifb1ongselfactualization

＞CitizenswhoproactivelyparticipateinconstructionofthecountIyandsociety

witharespectofpublic-mindedness

＞Japanesenationalswholivewithinanintemationalsocietyonthebasisof

Japaneseheritageandculture

FurtheEfbllowingtheamendmentofthefimdamentallawofeducation,theschool

educationactwaspartlyrevisedTherevisedschooleducationactdefinestheideal
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