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ＨｏｍｅｅｃｏnomicseducationinJapanwasstartｅｄｉｎｌ９４７，twoyearsaflterthe

conclusionofWOrldWarlLatime-periodwhenthenewvaluesofdemocracywere

startingtospreadthroughoutthecountry・Ｈｏｍｅeconomics，alongwithsocialstudies，

wasincludedinschoolcurriculaasonemeansofspreadingthesenewvalues，Its

predecessorsduringthepre-warperiodhadbeensubjectssuchashousekeepingand

sewing，whichservedthepatemalisticfamilystructureofthetimebyproviding

femaleswiththeeducationnecessarytobecomegoodwivesandmothers、

Duringtheoccupation,however,theAmericanGeneralHeadquarters（GHQ）

implementedapolicyofdemocraticrefbrm，resultingnotonlyinthebreakupof

zaj6a応呪andlargelandholdingsbutalsoinextensiveeducationalrefbIms,resolutely

canFiedoutunderthe‘‘guidanceandadvice，，oftheCivillnfbrmation＆Education

Section（CIE).Inal946-47publicationfi･omtheJapaneseMinistIyofEducation

entitled肺〃Kyo砿加Ｓﾙな伽（GuidelinesfbraNewEducation)，thefbllowing

principlesofeducationweremadepublic：ｌ）thethoroughinstillingofdemocratic

values,２)respectfbrindividualsandindividuality,３)theimprovedteachingofcivic

rightsandresponsibilities,and4)theadvancementofeducationfbrfemales(Hounoki，

Suzuki,1990).Soonthereafter,theJapaneseconstitution,underthestrongleadership

ofGHQ，wasratifiedandproclaimedlaw・Articlel4ofthatconstitutionfimlly

establishestheprincipleof“equalityunderthelaw.”Furthermore，Article24states

clearlythat,‘‘inregardstomatterspertainingtomaITiageandthefamily3lawsshallbe

enactedfromthestandpointofindividualdignityandtheessentialeqUalityofthe

sexes.，，Thesupremelawofthelandclearlyprotectstheidealthatmenandwomenare

tobetreatedequally・

Thenewgovemmentmayhavestateditsgoalofdismantlingtheinfi･astructureof

amilitaristicstateandbuildingademocraticsociety,butthedifficultandimportantjob

ofnurturingdemocratic-mindedcitizensandfamiliesbecamethedutyofeducators、

Themakingofgoodcitizenswasseenastheresponsibilityofthesocialstudies

cuITiculum，whilethemakingofgoodflmilｉｅｓｃａｍｅｕｎｄｅｒｔｈｅａｕｓｐｉｃｅｏｆｈｏｍｅ

ｅｃonomics,Thisishowthesubjectofhomeeconomicscametobeestablishedinthe
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