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Revitalization of Investigative Activities by Independent Projects: U
Case of Japan Association of Home Economic Education’s

“The Research Projects on Contemporary Issues”
Japan Association of Home Economic Education(JAHEE) http://www.jahee.jp/

The Japan Association of Home Economics Education (JAHEE), = The analysis involved inspecting each project activity and examining the process and

established in 1958 to promote theoretical and practical outputs of the research. In September 2008, JAHHE planed “The Research Projects on
investigative activities on home economics education, has 1086  Contemporary Issues”, and requested members to join the project. JAHEE advertise the
members including 87 students. theme of the project for members and following three themes were focused:

The purpose of this report is to analyze “The Research Projects (Dcontemporary issues on food and possibility of food education in home economics,
on Contemporary Issues” organized by JAHEE, an attempted (@home economics learning based on the community,

revitalization of investigative activities among members, and to  significance and role of home economics education in senior high schools under the
examine how to empower investigative activities of JAHEE in evolution of educational diversity.

the future by reflecting on the effects and outputs of this trial. The investigative period was two years from November 2008 to December 2010 and the
obligations for the project were to submit the research plan and to present the findings at

II. Research on Working Group " the annual meetings of JAHEE.

Results: € Figurel. Home Economics study at the point Effects and Flndlngs: Hrementary schoole
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1) Many students discussed class topics with their family and r:omn-.f:aty 1) r:/llggsegh%r::ui(i)n/ © c?rf égﬁnteahcah;g spend 30% of home economics Junior high schools
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= = = = = = Senior high schools
2) Students who pl'ac.‘tlc.‘ed what the learned in everYday life (change in behavior toward the family) 2) The average number of classes on food preparathq, N descendlng "Katei Kiso" (n=113)
have better “problem management skills” and are more Change in family consciousness order of frequency, is as follows: “Katei Sogo™” (5.0 times), sentor igh schools
independent in their self-efficacy. From the above, we think Recommend to the family -Tell the family eleme_nt_aryz school (4.3 times), junior high school (4.1 times), and e ooy comes 16
that as a result of attending class for one year, students Have discugsions with one’s farmily (change of studengs consciousness) Katei Kiso”” (3.9 times). vearsago. (torain=612) | Y | |
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3) C'ESSE‘:‘S that mc:_'eased S-IEUdenFS SE'f—EfﬁCEICY and COHVI(EFIOH Class isgeasant = | can understand class =l Safely and hyglenlca”y," and “experlencmg happlness from Fig.1 Attitudes toward cooking skills
involved “cooperative learning with teachers and students™; conecioue . X i and conviction cooking.” These objectives were similar to those revealed by a
and class scene of student’s considering actively and the @ Table 1 Class on “Dietary Life " survey that was conducted ten years ago. U
contents and teaching materials with which a student can |
project himself o 1. Fried n:;:fess-:—:'l;cning of 8. Food situan. 4) AbOUt. 30% of the teachers atta.Ched greater Importan.ce to the Limitations of class schedules
i ) ' . b ' P experiences of handmade cooking than to the learning sKills,
Conclusion: The Home Economics class on” dietary life” N R L GG ©. Comparison between a although in the previous survey, 30% of the teachers selected the Insufficient facilities
increased students’ self-efficacy, enabled them to practice commercial item and & handmade learning skills. (Fig. 1) o
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Study revealed that it is important for teachers to consider the 12. Up to one drop of blood (DVD) pointed out many issues (Fig. 2). = Semior high schools "KateiKiso™ (1=113) 1 Semior high schools "Katel Sogo" (n=50)
background of students and have a complete understanding 13. cooking sardine by hand (meuniere) .
of them A total of 35 hours X Katei Sogo: Subject of Home Economics having 4 credits in senior high schools Fig.2 Problems in food Preparation class
- Katei Kiso: SubJect of Home Economics having 2 credits in senior high schools

Home Economics Learning Based on the Community
Project Member:
Y. Hikage (Hirosaki University), K. Aoki (Aichi University of Education), M. Watanabe( Former principal of the prefectural
high school in Yamagata), N. Watase (Iwate University), M. Otake (Tokyo Gakugei University), K. Horiuchi (Yokohama
National University), K. Ono (Hokkaido University of Education), K. Mochizuki (Akita University), N. Sasaki (The Principal
S — - —— _-

School), R. Kamo (Meitokukan High School)

Objective: Methods:
The homgedecor_uomlrc.:'s currlculum typlcar:!yrfakes 1. Analyzing the practical and theoretical components pertaining to
Into consideration the community to whick the community in the home economics curriculum
students belong. The concept of community, ) _ _ ) _
however’ has been an ambiguous one. )8 Ana|y2|ng of the curriculum with respect to Vocational homemaklng
meaning of this concept in the home 3. Conducting research on junior high school students’ recognition Figl. Indispensable Concept of
economics curriculurm from historical and towards the community. 1) About 70% of teachers had experienced the decrease of Home Economics
practical perspectives. 4. Developing community-focused practices in home economics required credits in home economlc.s' Because of thls.’ teachers
. 3 classes at the e|ementary and high school levels n were fOI‘CEd to cut dOWI"\ the |eal‘nlng hDLII'S Of DI'EICtICa| and Independent livin bs.g
Effects and Findings: investigative learning which caused a decline in students’ living P g
The concept of the community was defined as the living field built on human coexistence and the creation of a specific skills, and also _CEL{\SECI the dEC|II’IE‘: (?f tne su I?;]etct.:’s value in SEI’IOOL Living together Fss o
culture. Educational activities pertaining to changing lifestyles in the community were introduced in the home economics 2) Teachers think “Independent living” and “Living together” are
curriculum. The aim was to emp[oy a new perspective from wl'lich examine various I’i’festyles in the community. indispensable concepts of home economics and they try to Citizenship 2 .0
Home econorn(l”g:s teachrs were instructed by themselves in a “learning community ”. nurture in students the knowledge and skills of living, problem SRR Y
| i = | | solving literacy and human relations’ literacy. & S
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The reduction of home economics credits is a serious problem because
it may well deny the possibility to nurture living competencies and citizenship among students.
We should widely proclaim the uniqueness and indispensable value of the subject to other professions
and make networks among home economics teachers all around Japan.
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1) Survey of high school students For fun

: . (D There are students who are trying to make ends meet by working part-time -g
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@ Living in poverty deprives students of hope for the future and results in
increased anxiety regarding their educational advancement, employment The ressen for difinga?art-tiffte job8° 100
potential, ability to marry and achieve financial independence, etc. %

2) Trial implementation of curriculum & identification of improvements

(D The class helped students develop their ability to seek out and access
available resources to help improve their living situation.
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2 The class also helped students develop personal and family resource

Fig.1 Number of Inde endentU er Secondary Schools Fig.2 The Courses of Upper Secondary Schools and the Number of Students enrolled E & i & 3 3
& A . 4 e i hd managementskills that will enable students to live with dignity.

by Type of Course (Full-time Course in Public School) in each Course (Public School)

@ It is important to take the approach of focusing on poverty as a socio-

1. The number of upper secondary school students who opt for home economics has significantly decreased. economic issue rather than one of personal responsibility.

2. In some prefectures where upper secondary school reforms are carried out, the number of home @ Thi — el a ) G )
economics courses has drastically decreased. For instance, many upper secondary schools which newly Lbiikey ;ﬂﬁuhté?; b tei”:gg;is?nswhi Etstgc?;;yﬁqteom Séfsngfnaﬁvaec\t,\',\(ti x
founded various subjects and courses do not keep the name ‘Kateika’ (home economics) anymore. sense of security.

The research project involved 52 members over six working groups under the three
themes. Members were largely university’s researchers and school teachers from all
over Japan. Each group reported their working process and outputs twice at the annual
meetings, by means of a research presentation in 2009, and by means of a poster
presentation accompanied by attending the symposium in 2010. The research reports
were available on the home-page of the JAHEE website, and were widely shared.

Methods:

Findings: 1) Of the Home Economics teachers in junior high school, 75.5% were full-time and 16% were

part-time. (Fig. 1) " _

2) Further, of these teachers, only 75.6% were licensed, while the remaining 24.4% of teachers did not The researCh repOrtS Were avallable on the home page Of the JAHEE

possess a Home Economics license. (Fig. 2) website, and were widely shared. Most groups were very active in performing their

3) Also, 58.1% of the Home Economics teachers take classes in other subjects.(Fig. 3) i t t . k h bt - . th £ b C| tt Cl £ C| t | CI
Conclusion: The study revealed that there are few full-time teachers, and that about 25% of the teachers INVES Iga IVE 1aS Sl sucn as o ammg € governmen u ge O conduc €lall€

did not have a license to teach Home Economics in junior high school. Moreover, many Home Economics studies on their topics, writing treatises in the j()urna|s of JAHEE pubhshmg books. and
teachers taught various other subjects. Appealing against the increase in the number of full-time Home ’ . . ’, 4
Economics teachers, implementing teacher training, and maintaining the quality of classes conducted by SO on. As a FESU|t, their activities were far exceeded the expectatlon of JAHEE. From
unlicensed teachers are considerations for the future. | these facts, it can be concluded that the trial was a success in terms of facilitating

Fig. 1 The percentage of teachers and lecturers| Fig. 2 Percentage of licensed and Fig. 3 Percentage of teachers who teach . . - o . -

in Home Economics unlicensed teachers in Home Economics other subjects in Home Economics investigative activity among members. The followmg are the two main reasons, for the

__l success of this project: guaranteed independency and freedom that facilitates creativity

| | | for active investigation among project members, and sharing of the process and outputs
- bart Time Lecturer = Unknown | " &licensed "= Uniicensed e Teveing Oumer sutec of the projects with all members with information open to everyone.




